Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.106; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.6.
Related literature
For the crystal structure of acetone salicylhydrazone, see: Kraudelt et al. (1996) . For the crystal structure of iron and nickel complexes with related aroylhydrazone derivatives, see: Matoga et al. (2007) and Liu et al. (2005) , respectively. For the biological activity of aroylhydrazones, see: Armstrong et al. (2003) . For the crystal structure of 3-hydroxy-N-[phenyl(2-pyridyl)methylene]-2-naphthohydrazide, see: Kang et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Co(C 10 
Data collection
Siemens SMART CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz.
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
Aroylhydrazone and their metal complexes are of great importance owing to the wide spread applications in the fields of coordination chemistry and their biological activities. As an extension of our work on the structural characterization of aroylhydrazone derivatives (Liu et al., 2005; Kang et al., 2007) , the title compound (I) was synthesized. (Table 1) .
Experimental
To a stirred 10 ml pyridine solution of acetone salicyloylhydrazone ( Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Unlabelled atoms are related to the labelled ones by symmetry operation (-x, 1 -y, -z). C-bound H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
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